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Chapter  1  by  Cheryl  Calhoun 

What,  irritation  in  her  voice.  What  the  hell  is  it.  She  looked  over  at  the  clock  it  was  3:15  am,  her 
ex  who  still  lived  with  her,  was  shaking  her  awake.  Hey  Hey  he  whispered.  You  have  to  see  this, 
come  come  see.  She  rolled  her  eyes  more  to  herself  than  anything.  OMG  what  is  it  now!!!  she 
said  angrily.  He  was  her  ex  because  of  his  mental  problems,  well  not  due  to  the  mental  problems 
but  due  to  his  unwillingness  to  take  his  medication  and  his  occasional  drug  use  which  all  put 
together  was  a  freaking  train  wreak  and  yes  she  had  gone  down  this  road  before.  Rolling  herself 
out  of  bed,  she  followed  him  down  the  hall  to  his  room.  Yawning  trying  hard  not  to  be  snippy  she 
said  What!  He  sshhed  her,  calling  her  over  to  the  window.  OMG  he  was  peeping  again.  Shit. 
What  did  you  do  tonight,  she  asked.  Irritation  now  fulling  overwelming  her.  SO 
WHAT<<<NOTHING><NOTHING!,  he  said.  JUST  LOOK!!!  whispering,  he  did  look  scared. 

Ok„  what?  He  had  he  peer  threw  the  blinds.  WTF!  No  WAY.  Yet,  there  was  her  neighbor,  they 
lived  in  a  cul  de  sac,  supposed  to  be  really  safe.  Not  from  this  view.  Her  neighbor,  his  wife  and  2 
chicks  she  didnt  know  were  all  somehow  squeezed  between  the  wifes  car  and  the  husbands 
truck.  She  watched  as  he  stabbed  her.  Her  eyes  just  got  bigger.  Vaguely  she  could  hear  her  dog 
Barney,  tied  up  outside  losing  his  mind.  OH  SH  IT.  she  thought.  Oh  no.  She  looked  up  at  Chad  he 
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So  what  is  the  problem.  "Hush"  he  whispered,  he  waved  her  over  to  the  window.  She  too  peered 
out.  What?  she  thought  to  herself.  What's  going  on  she  whispered.  "I  don't  know"  he  replied.  "I 
just  saw  them  pull  up  and  then  Pedro  drove  up  and  squeezed  that  bitch  between  the  two  cars" 
he  said.  She  pulled  her  head  back  looking  sharply  at  him,  That  bitch  is  his  wife  she  said  sharply. 
Peering  out  again  she  could  see  two  women  holding  Senta,  their  neighbor.  They  had  her  leaned 
up  against  her  car  and  her  husband,  Pedro  was  talking  shit  to  her,  yelling  though  she  herself 
couldn't  hear  what  he  was  saying.  Sentra  looked  scared.  Just  then  she  heard  Barney  barking 
furiously!  OMG  you're  freaking  kidding  she  whispered  roughly.  WTF  is  he  doing  outside.  "Well 
he  answered  sheepishly,  Barndog  wanted  out!".  Go  get  him  she  urged.  Now!  He  got  up  looking 
kind  of  scared.  Barney  was  just  keeping  it  going,  well  the  whole  damm  neighborhood  would  be 
up  with  all  this  going  on.  HHuumm,  maybe  that  wouldn't  be  such  a  bad  idea  she  thought.  No,  no, 
Go  get  him  she  insisted.  He  stumbled  out  of  the  room.  Idiot  she  thought.  A  moment  later  her 
Barndog  burst  into  the  room,  leaping  up  hoping  momma  would  pick  him  up.  Sshh  she 
whispered.  One  bark.  Come  on  on  Mom!  One  of  the  women  had  turned  her  head  looking 
towards  their  mobile  home.  Oh  shit,  she  thought.  She  didn't  move  a  muscle.  Barney  continued 
to  scratch  at  her,  and  here  came  Chad  into  his  bedroom.  He  walked  up  behind  her  putting  his 
arms  around  her.  She  twirled  around  hissing  at  him,  don't  even  try  to  go  there,  she  said  twisting 
away  from  him.  Oh  babe  he  said.  He  went  back  up  to  the  window  and  peered  out.  Hey  he 
whispered  urgently,  "Come  look,  he  stabbed  her"!  She  hurried  back  to  the  window  and  peered 
out  too...getting  there  just  in  time  to  see  Pedro  do  a  final  thrust  into  Sentra.  She  watched  Sentra 
slump  to  her  right.  She  felt  a  wave  of  nausea  rush  over  her  and  a  sharp  intake  in  her  stomach. 
She  couldn't  look  away  she  couldn't  move.  She  felt  Chad  next  to  her  rather  than  hearing 
anything  from  him.  The  three  of  them,  Pedro  and  the  two  women  picked  Senta  up  and  carried 
her  to  the  trunk  of  the  car,  Pedro  opened  it  up  from  inside  the  car  and  came  around  to  help 
them  lift  Senta  into  the  trunk.  The  women  stepped  back  afterwards  and  did  the  sign  of  the 
cross.  Pedro  placed  his  right  hand  on  the  lid  of  the  truck  and  slammed  it  shut.  He  just  stood 
there  staring  at  it  for  the  moment.  She  watched  as  he  clicked  his  fingers  together  for  the  two 
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